
◆Apil. K. C    (Nepal, 2013 Trainee) 
 
Upon Completing the Osaka Invitational Program for Short-Term Overseas Trainees in 
Architecture and Arts (Ando Program)  
 

It was 7 in the evening. You don’t expect to receive a call in that time from 
university but I still remember the voice and words saying “you are selected 
for the 2013 Ando Program!” That evening has changed everything to my 
understanding of architecture and boosted my confidence and dedication 
in the profession. One-month of the Ando Program is something that I can 
never skip to mention in my resume and feel proud within, everytime.  

 
I still remember Prof. Guenter Nitschke, the director of Institute of East Asian 

Architecture and Urbanism and an architect, delivering his lecture in Discussion Program, 
regardnig science, art and spirituality. I must mention how kind Prof. Guenter has been as my 
GURU till date. What I learned from Ando Sensei is that architecture is the expression of 
architecture is in the form of spaces, light and nature guided through the reflection of essential 
humane nature and culture of society. Also, site visits accompanied by the exchange of 
knowledge and culture with other colleageus and teachers have broadly widened my indulgence 
of architecture and people.  
 

After returning to Nepal, I was awared with research grant for 
4 months in Europe and then graduated with a master’s degree 
at a university in Nepal. After my graduation, I was engaged in 
a government hospital design and other planning activities 
from the government. I was also awarded with the design of a 
Convention Aall in western part of Nepal, which is in the 
process of construction at the moment.  
 

After the April 25th Gorkha Earthquake struck in Nepal in 2015, everything has changed in Nepal 
regarding architecture and cities. Currently as an execuitve member of Society of Nepalese 
Architects (SONA) and lecturer at the university, I’ve been advocating for good architecture and 
better cities in all these years.  
As a planner, I’ve been engaged in many national level city planning projects, making of national 
reconstruction guidelines and evaluation of recsontruction projects among others. At present, I 
have a architecture and planning consulting firm, where I individually work as planning 
consultants for other projects as well.  

 
Since 2016 December till late 2017, I’m engaged full time as a 

planning consultant for a JICA project in Nepal, which basically deals 
with the disaster related projects. Concurrently, I'm also working for a 
World Bank Funded government planning projects whose scope is in 
lower belt of Nepal.   
 

 
With all these involvements in many instituions and groups, I trace back my attitude, conviction 
and learning to the one month stay of 
 Ando Program. As I learned from Ando Sensei, I always seek to look for the passion that will 
inspire other for better future.  
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