
 

 

 

 

    

Lele Dawa Jeanne Elisabeth (Indonesia, 2014 Trainee) 

 

Upon Completing the Osaka Invitational Program for Short-Term Overseas Trainees 

in Architecture and Arts 

 

It has been two years since I participated the Ando Program in  

2014. I still clearly remember the experiences while I was in Japan 

for a month. The program was a great experience where I learned a 

lot of things and made many new friends.  

 

Through the host company training, I was introduced to traditional 

Japanese architecture and construction techniques during the visits 

to old temples such as Todai-ji and Horyu-ji in Nara, and Kinkaju-ji 

and Kyomizu-dera in Kyoto. On the other hand, for a better 

understanding of contemporary design and construction, I was taken 

to Abeno Harukas, Umeda Sky Building, the National Museum of Art, 

Namba Parks and Akashi Kaikyo Bridge.  

 

Having previously only seen his buildings in books or articles, 

it was amazing for me to experience the ambience of the 

structures that Ando Sensei designed. However, my most 

cherished experience of all would be the personal encounter with 

Ando Sensei himself. I would have never imagined this 

encounter. I have always admired him since I was in the 

university. His works and thoughts are the inspiration for my own 

design. He has taught me that culture and people are vital 

aspects in architecture.  

 

Currently, I am still working in the same architectural office that I was with before participating 

the Ando Program, and working on hospitality projects, such as villas, resort and hotels. The 

knowledge I have gained from the Ando program has helped me tackle my current assignment of 

supervising a resort project which located in Morotai Island, the most northern island in Indonesia. 

The project itself involves adapting the sustainable architecture and wood material which I learned 

a lot about from the program. I can now make better suggestions for the construction process and 

the materials to be used.  

 

Lastly, my personal abilities have improved drastically 

through the Ando Program. It has not only provided me with 

more insight whilst also teaching me to integrate a greater 

range of perspective when working on my ideas at work, but 

also has made me want to learn more about architectural 

preservation and its relation to the current environment. 

 

 

 


